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"As we express our gratitude, 
we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, 
but to live by them."    —President John F. Kennedy

HOMES FOR THE BRAVE WALDORF HOUSEFEMALE SOLDIERS: 
FORGOT TEN HEROES

PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN & CEO

Th e year 2011 will be remembered as being nothing short of transformative for both 
our nation and for ABRI/Homes for the Brave. 

With the end of the war in Iraq, tens of thousands of soldiers are returning home. 
Whether or not they bear visible wounds, many will require support as they resume 
the lives they selfl essly put on hold to protect freedom around the world. Now more 
than ever, these individuals – and all those who have proudly served our nation over 
the years – deserve not only our gratitude but also our assistance.

Since 2002, ABRI/Homes for the Brave has served over 690 male Veterans and non-Veterans who 
are homeless in Connecticut. We help our residents fi nd safe and aff ordable housing, secure jobs, 
and make meaningful contributions to the community. We will do the same for this new wave of 
individuals in need.

To paraphrase President Kennedy, actions speak louder than words. Five years ago ABRI/Homes 
for the Brave recognized that female Veterans are the fastest growing segment of the Veteran 
population and will comprise 10 percent by 2020. It also was clear to us that the needs of female 
Veterans are unique and deserving of specialized attention. We determined that female soldiers 
would not be forsaken and set to work on opening a program exclusively for women entitled 
Female Soldiers:Forgotten Heroes. 

We rallied all segments of the community to join us in making this dream a reality, and this year 
we joyously celebrated the opening of the PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home. ABRI/Homes for the 
Brave is so proud to have established the fi rst transitional house in Connecticut dedicated to 
serving female Veterans and their children under age fi ve. Born from a passion to continue Nick’s 
legacy of giving to those in need and built with courage and love, this house will be both a home 
and a sanctuary for all who reside here.

We have accomplished so much together, and we appreciate the ongoing support of our 
contributors. We look forward to the year ahead and continuing to address the needs of homeless 
Veterans and non-Veterans with the goal of helping them to resume productive lives in the 
communities of their choice.

Warm regards,

Michael LaVelle      Joy Kiss
Chairman of the Board of Directors    Chief Executive Offi  cer
ABRI/Homes for the Brave     ABRI/Homes for the Brave

Michael LaVelle

Joy Kiss
 



Homes for the Brave is a 42 bed transitional living program 
available to homeless male Veterans and non-Veterans. Th e program focuses 
on individuals who demonstrate motivation to live and work in the community. 
To date, Homes for the Brave has provided housing and services to over 690 
homeless individuals.

Working with Homes for the Brave Case Managers, residents create goals to address 
their housing, vocational, educational, and personal needs. Th e staff  works with 
each individual to help him secure a job, fi nd safe and aff ordable housing, and make 
meaningful contributions to his community. Case Managers also provide assistance 
with personal budgeting, improving credit score ratings, resolving legal issues, and 
procuring eligible VA or non-VA benefi ts.

Th e Vocational staff  at Homes for the Brave assists each resident with resume writing,
job searches, and interviewing techniques. Th e staff  also provides assistance with 
appropriate interviewing apparel and transportation to appointments. Residents who 
have a disability are encouraged to participate in any community volunteer activity. 

Waldorf House provides nine units of permanent supportive housing with 
case management services to formerly homeless male Veterans.

Residents are independent and are off ered supportive services from a Case Manager. 
Th ese services include money management, assistance with daily living skills, 
transportation assistance, monitoring of mental health and medical needs, support for 
recovery from substance use, help with entitlements, and vocational services.

Many residents at Waldorf House participate in activities at Homes for the Brave, which 
serves as inspiration to their HFTB peers. Some residents come back to speak about 
how they have been able to move forward during their time at Homes for the Brave 
and at Waldorf House and to provide encouragement for current residents in our 
transitional housing program.

Waldorf House consists of three (3) three-bedroom apartments. Each resident at 
Waldorf has his own bedroom and shares a kitchen, bathroom, and common living 
space with two other men. Th e residents have on-site access to a laundry room, several 
porches, and a backyard space with a gas grill and picnic area.

Veterans Service Center Opened in 2010, the Homes for the Brave 
Veterans Service Center provides services to any homeless Veteran, male or female. At 
the Center, a dedicated staff  member will meet with a Veteran to discuss a variety of 
resources.
Services include:
• Immediate basic need assistance
• Referrals to emergency and permanent housing, vocational services and trainings,
  entitlements, and supportive services.

Between 7,000 and 
8,000 female Veterans 
are homeless in the 
United States. 
(U.S. Department of 
Veterans Aff airs)

VET Fact:

“Veterans helping Veterans”housing programs off er the 
camaraderie of living in a structured, substance-free environment with fellow Veterans who are succeeding 
at bettering themselves.  Over half of the Veterans who have participated in similar programs have successfully 
arranged independent housing, nearly one third have jobs, and one quarter are receiving benefi ts.



“Having a key means you belong…
    a door to one’s sanctuary… a home”

Unlocking the Possibilities 
To Provide a Place of Healing and 
Sanctuary for Female Veterans

Residents of Female Soldiers: 
Forgotten Heroes have 
access to:
• Safe and attractive housing 

for 15 homeless female 
Veterans and their children 
up to age fi ve

• Vocational Training
• Job Placement
• Life Skills Coaching
• Case Management

While in the program, each 
resident identifi es goals to:
• End homelessness
• Secure permanent housing
• Address the unique needs 

she faces

Female Soldiers: Forgotten 
Heroes
The PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home 
FS:FH is the fi rst community-based transitional home 
in Connecticut dedicated to homeless female Veterans and 
their children less than fi ve years of age. Th e program provides 
15 beds of transitional housing while off ering supportive, 
vocational, and housing services, in collaboration with 
community partners. Th e home includes nine bedrooms, 
six bathrooms, a common area, offi  ce, kitchen, and dining 
room. 

    PFC Nicholas A. Madaras
   October 21, 1986—September 3, 2006
                Th e PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home for  
                      homeless female Veterans is named in   
                             honor of a young soldier from Wilton, 
   Connecticut, who wanted to share his
                                          love of soccer with the children of Iraq. 
                             Th anks to the Kick for Nick Foundation, 
Nick’s spirit lives on with each of the 34,000 soccer balls that have 
been sent overseas to Iraq and Afghanistan. Each ball bears his 
name and carries the belief that every person should have the 
opportunity to overcome hardships and improve his or her life. Th is 
same spirit now lives on in honor of the female soldiers who served 
with him in Iraq. Th e PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home serves as a 
sanctuary for those who have returned home bearing the physical, 
mental, and emotional scars of combat so that we may live in 
freedom and security. Th e Home was dedicated on what would 
have been Nick’s 25th birthday.



WHO WE SERVE
Summary of Housing and Employment 
Outcomes for FY 2011

TOTAL NUMBER SERVED = OVER 92

At Admission

At Discharge

46%
were unemployed3 

38%
were employed (f/t, p/t, or CWT)

15%
had a disability or were retired

1%
were working as 
unpaid volunteers

FINANCIALS 

REVENUE & SUPPORT
Federal Grants1   $1,314,410
State Grants    $   346,558
Special Events    $   274,290
Contributions & Grants  $   170,352
Client Fees    $     63,860
Waldorf Rental Income  $     23,658

Total Expenses   $2,193,128

EXPENSES
Program   $1,106,032
Management & General  $   237,693

Total Expenses   $1,343,725

ASSETS
Total Liabilities & 
Net Assets2    $3,435,994

STAFF

ABRI/Homes for the Brave
Joy Kiss, RN, CADC, Chief Executive Offi  cer/Executive Director
John Porto, CADC, Chief Operating Offi  cer/Clinical Director
Sarah McDonald, Clinical Program Manager
Georgianna Bradley, HFTB Case Manager
Deronda Parks, HFTB Case Manager
Maria Satterwhite, Waldorf House Case Manager/IT Specialist
Lauren Cust, FS:FH Case Manager
Nicole Lowery, FS:FH Case Manager
Paul Hudson, Vocational Specialist
Debra James, Vocational Specialist
Frank Moore, Lead Vocational Specialist
Lorraine Fecteau, Offi  ce Manager
Amanda Teti, Development Director
Jeff  Belanger, HFTB House Monitor
Ricky Dennis, HFTB House Monitor
Vernon Dixon, HFTB House Monitor
Charles Dugal, HFTB House Monitor
David Mahaney, HFTB House Monitor
Paul Steele, HFTB House Monitor
Simone Champagnie, FS:FH House Monitor
Kara McMellon, FS:FH House Monitor

1During this fi scal year, ABRI began a facilities project for FS:FH, the PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home. The project is estimated to cost $1.3M. Toward this end, ABRI received 
  a capital grant of $509,236 in capital grants and raised $274,000 in contributions. These funds were not fully expended by the end of the fi scal year, 6/30/11.
2Change in net assets: $849,403 includes $509,236 in capital growth.
3In January 2011, the unemployment rate in Bridgeport was 15%. Source: Connecticut Post, March 15, 2011.  
  http://blog.ctnews.com/connecticutpostings/2011/03/15/bridgeport-unemployment-rate-climbs-to-15-percent/

White/Hispanic
12%

White/Non-Hispanic
49%

Black/Non-Hispanic
39%

55-65
30%

25-35
4%  Age Over 65

7%  

45-55
44%

35-45
15%

31.52%
22.83%
13.04%
13.04%

7.61%
 6.52%
3.26%
 2.17%

100.00%

Percentage Categories

   Independent housing
   Permanent supportive housing
  Temporarily living with others
  Unknown
  Emergency shelter
  Higher level of care
  Jail or prison
  Transitional housing

  TOTAL

Non-Veteran
20%

Veteran
80%

78%
were unemployed

14%
had a disability or were retired

8%
were employed (f/t, p/t, or 
CWT: Compensated Work Therapy)



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ABRI/Homes for the Brave

Michael LaVelle, Chairman
Attorney, Pullman & Comley, LLC
U.S. Marine Corps

Shalini Madaras, Vice Chairwoman
Broker and Owner, Silver Pine Real Estate, LLC
Gold Star Mother

Michael Dolan, Treasurer
Luxury Mortgage Manager, Southport Group

Rosalyn Liss, Assistant Treasurer
Retired Executive Director, APT Foundation

Robert Stone, Secretary
Director, Information Technology, CRI Solutions
U.S. Army

James Boland 
Retired Case Manager, Vietnam Veterans of America
U.S. Marine Corps

Anthony Cinquanta
Retired Chief of Social Work, VA Connecticut 
  Health Care System
U.S. Army

Salvatore Fratino
Field Director, Northwestern Mutual Financial 
  Network

Samuel Fox
VP Financial Advisor, Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
U.S. Navy

Matthew P. Gachi
Financial Advisor, Investmark Financial
U.S. Navy 

Syd Gordon
Retired, Citibank
U.S. Army

Thomas E. Hill
Chief Operating Offi  cer, Bridgeport Community 
  Health Center
U.S. Air Force 

James H. Lee, Esq.
U.S. Army

Dee Lippman, Ph.D.
Professor of Nursing, Fairfi eld University
U.S. Army 

Rose Ogrinc-Krivoshik
Fundraising Volunteer

“…to care for him who shall 
     have borne the battle and for 
          his widow and his orphan…” 
    
  –President Abraham Lincoln, 
    Second Inaugural Address, 1865

800 or more homeless Veterans live in 
Connecticut. 200 or more of these Veterans 
are women.  
(U.S. Department of Veterans Aff airs)

MISSION
With an emphasis on Veterans, we provide the housing and 
services necessary to help homeless individuals return to a 
productive and meaningful life. 

VISION
Our vision is to provide a model to enable homeless men, 
women and their families, especially those who have served 
our country, to attain safe, aff ordable housing, meaningful 
life activity, and a livable income so that they may return to 
a productive and meaningful life.

VALUES 
We believe:
1. 

2.  

3.   

4. 
5.  

It is essential to serve others with honesty, integrity, 
empathy, and patience;

Every individual deserves to be treated with respect 
and dignity;

By providing a non-judgmental environment and access 
to a comprehensive array of services, we demonstrate 
our commitment to putting those we serve fi rst;

Hard work and responsibility lead to independence; and

Innovation is essential to developing creative solutions
that are responsive to the evolving needs of our residents.

VET Fact:
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C.D.  Waldorf House

C.D. grew up one of nine children 
in northern Maine and served in 
the U.S. Army from 1984 to 1986. 
He would have loved to continue 
his career in the Army, but life’s 
path led him elsewhere. 

When C.D. arrived at Homes 
for the Brave in 2011, he was 
frustrated with his inability to 
fi nd a job and found it diffi  cult to 
ask for help. He had been raised 
to make fi nding a job his number 
one priority and had been working 
since he was 12 years old. While 
at HFTB, C.D. was able to focus 
on his goals, manage his medical 
issues, and look for permanent 
housing.

In April 2011, C.D. moved to
Waldorf House, where he had more 
independence but could still access 
the staff  and resources at HFTB. 
He joined an employment program 
where he will receive more than 
290 hours of training and practical 
experience for several in-demand 
career paths. 
C.D. is looking forward to moving 
closer to his goals and living his 
life with a healthier, more positive 
attitude.

S.O.  Female Soldiers: 
Forgotten Heroes

S.O. joined the U.S. Army in 1985 
after a troubled childhood in 
New York City. She went on to 
complete fi ve years as a Personnel 
Management Specialist. S.O. found 
it diffi  cult to adapt to the male 
dominated atmosphere of the armed 
services, where she encountered a 
great deal of harassment. 

After leaving the military, S.O. 
found jobs from time to time, but 
stress and drug problems caught 
up with her. To start her road to 
recovery, S.O. moved into a coed 
housing program, but found that 
her unique needs as a woman 
were not being addressed. In 
November 2011, she became the 
second resident of Female Soldiers: 
Forgotten Heroes. 

S.O. states that the “atmosphere 
of delight and comfort” at FS:FH 
helped her life “take off  into orbit.” 
Goals that seemed harder outside 
of the program seemed simpler 
now. In January, S.O. became the 
fi rst resident to be hired as an 
FS:FH House Monitor. Of the 
FS:FH house, she says, “the 
environment has to be conducive 
to your growth and that you are
a refl ection of the house.” 
S.O’s ultimate goal is to complete 
her high school degree and then 
earn a BA with a double major 
related to human services.

Success Stories

Two groups of homeless Veterans—women and people between ages 18 and 30—are small in 
number. However, female Veterans and young Veterans are at high risk of becoming homeless, 
and both groups are growing within the overall Veteran population. 
(Veteran Homelessness: A Supplemental Report to the 2009 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress)

VET Fact:

A.R.  Homes for The Brave

A.R. was born and raised in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut and 
served in the Army National Guard 
from 2004 to 2008. When he 
returned home, A.R. was uptight, 
anxious, and diff erent than before 
his combat experiences. After 
several years, A.R. visited the VA 
and entered an inpatient program 
that dealt with mental health and 
addiction issues, which is where he 
learned about Homes for the Brave.

Once he arrived at HFTB in 
October 2011, A.R. was surprised 
at the many resources available. 
He had access to job listings and 
computers, time with his Case 
Manager, and meetings with other 
staff  to help support his goals. Of 
his experience at HFTB, A.R. says, 
“You have to put every eff ort into 
it because it is transitional. But 
if you take advantage of it, there 
are many opportunities available 
to you.” A.R. found a job at a local 
movie theater and is preparing to 
go back to school through the G.I. 
Bill to be an automotive mechanic. 
A.R. will be the fi rst member of his 
family with a college degree and 
is working toward moving into 
his own apartment in the next 
six months. 



Bridgeport Elks  Members of Bridgeport Elks Lodge 36 have been 
donating their time and energy to ABRI for four years. On the last Sunday of each 
month, the Elks prepare a dinner for all 42 residents at Homes for the Brave. Meals 
have included steak, chicken, ribs, fi sh, barbecues in the summer, complete turkey 
dinners at the holidays, and lots of sides and desserts. Residents look forward to a 
home cooked meal and the camaraderie of the Elks members. Since 2008, the Elks 
have provided over 1,500 meals to our Veterans!

With the delicious dinners, the Elks also deliver much needed supplies for the 
house. Th e monthly contributions have greatly reduced our supply budget, which 
allows us to focus on other needs.

Over the years, the Elks have provided over $4,000 in small grants to help Homes 
for the Brave and Female Soldiers:Forgotten Heroes. We are so grateful to have a 
local civic group that cares so much about the Veterans in their community.

buildOn  In 2010, ABRI began working with buildOn, which empowers 
American high school students to improve their lives and communities, as well 
as to take an active role in the construction of schools in developing countries. 
Small groups of buildOn students from various towns in Fairfi eld County visit 
HFTB every Wednesday night to prepare and serve dinner for the Veterans. 
Th is collaboration has been benefi cial for both the students and the Veterans. 

Wednesday nights have been dubbed ‘buildOn Pasta Night’ and recently the 
partnership has expanded to ‘buildOn Taco Night’ every other Monday. Toniann 
Th ompson, a buildOn volunteer, shares her thoughts on the partnership, 
“Homes for the Brave is one of my favorite service projects because I love the 
feeling of giving back to my community and also to our Veterans. Seeing them 
smile and having a conversation with them, I must say, is one of the few things I 
look forward to every Monday.”

The WorkPlace, Inc.  ABRI began partnering with Th e WorkPlace, Inc. 
of Bridgeport in 2003 and have worked together on several initiatives to provide 
vocational services to homeless Veterans. In 2011, the U.S. Department of Labor 
funded Th e WorkPlace, Inc. to expand the Homeless Veterans Reintegration 
Program (HVRP). HVRP assists in reintegrating homeless Veterans into meaningful 
employment and stimulates the development of eff ective service delivery systems 
that will address the complex problems facing homeless Veterans. Th e HVRP 
Program is now being off ered to the female Veterans at Female Soldiers:Forgotten 
Heroes.

While living at Homes for the Brave or FS:FH, residents may participate in HVRP. 
Th e program has successfully helped homeless Veterans to learn new skills, secure 
employment, and move into permanent housing. HVRP stabilizes Veterans with 
employment opportunities, which allows them to look for permanent housing. 

Partnerships Build a Strong Community
ABRI/Homes for the Brave is fortunate to collaborate with community organizations and 
selfl ess volunteers who contribute their time and energy to our cause. Throughout the 
year, ABRI partnered with many organizations to off er enhanced services and 
experiences to residents.  

Matt Frankel, member, Bridgeport Elks, 
Joy Kiss, CEO, ABRI/Homes for the Brave, 
and Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch
 

buildOn volunteer

Former U.S. Senator Christopher Dodd, 
Laurie Harkness, Director of Errera 
Community Care Center, Joseph Carbone,
President and CEO, The WorkPlace, 
Joy Kiss, CEO, ABRI/Homes for the Brave, 
and John Porto, COO, ABRI/Homes for the 
Brave



2010 - 2011 Year in Review
Throughout the year, we have the opportunity to celebrate special occasions 
that honor and support those who have served our country. Following are some 
highlights from this year: 

December 8, 2010 
Wreaths Across America Stops at 
Homes for the Brave  
Each December, the Wreaths Across America convoy 
travels from Worcester Wreath Co. in Harrington, 
Maine to Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia to lay wreaths on the graves of 
Veterans. For the second year in a row, the convoy stopped at Homes for the Brave on 
its way. Wreaths Across America presented three wreaths to ABRI, one for Homes for 
the Brave, one for Waldorf House, and one for Female Soldiers:Forgotten Heroes. 
During the visit, ABRI/HFTB CEO and Executive Director Joy Kiss announced the 
FS:FH house would be named the PFC Nicholas A. Madaras Home.

December 15, 2010 
ABRI/Homes for the Brave Celebrates 
the Holidays  
Each year, ABRI/Homes for the Brave hosts a holiday party 
for the residents of its programs. Th e residents gathered 
for a delicious meal, which was provided by former State 
Rep. Christel Truglia and her devoted friends. Each resident 
received a gift bag with new clothes and other personal items. 

March 6, 2011 
Field of Flags Groups Reunite at 
Homes for the Brave  
Saugatuck Congregational Church, the Wilton American Legion, 
and Westport VFW visited Homes for the Brave to provide a turkey 
dinner for the residents and present a donation for 
Female Soldiers:Forgotten Heroes. Funds were raised at 
the Fields of Flags event in June 2010. Senator Richard 
Blumenthal also attended to help serve dinner.

Female Veterans are 3.6 times more likely to become     
homeless than women who are not Veterans. 
(National Coalition for Homeless Veterans)

VET Fact:



May 7, 2011 
‘Coming Home Gala’ a Huge Success  
Th e FS:FH Committee put together a fantastic event at the Wilton Trackside 
Teen Center. Th e evening of entertainment and fun also took time to 
honor three fallen Connecticut female soldiers: Army SPC Tyanna S. 
Avery-Felder from Bridgeport, Army PFC Melissa J. Hobart from East 
Haven, and Army SPC Cindy M. Beaudoin from Plainfi eld. Th e Gala 
raised over $160,000 for the renovations of the PFC Nicholas A. 
Madaras Home.  

May 30, 2011 
Fairfi eld Memorial Day Parade 
Eight Homes for the Brave residents participated in Fairfi eld’s Memorial 
Day Parade. Th e Fairfi eld Rotary Club put together the fl oat and 
collected non-perishable food items and cash in support of military 
Veterans who are homeless. Th anks to the generosity of the residents 
of Fairfi eld and the support of the Rotary Club, Homes for the Brave’s 
pantry was bursting at the seams! 

June 12, 2011 
Dozens of Quilts Donated to 
FS:FH by The Material Girls  
At a moving presentation at the Congregational 
Church of Naugatuck, dozens of quilts were 
presented to ABRI/Homes for the Brave CEO and
Executive Director Joy Kiss, Board member Shalini 
Madaras, and two HFTB residents. Th e Material 
Girls coordinated the creation of the quilts, which 
will be enjoyed by future residents of FS:FH. Other 
participants included BBT Quilt Guild in Bristol, 
Barbara Daniels of Naugatuck, Shoreline Quilt 
Guild of Branford, Southford Falls Quilt Guild of 
Middlebury, and Prospect Senior Center. ABRI/
Homes for the Brave was incredibly touched by 
the communities’ collaboration and amazing 
craftsmanship.



MATCHING DONATIONS
CA Technologies
Federated Department Stores
GE Foundation
General Reinsurance Company
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
MBIA-Optinuity Alliance
Pitney Bowes
Unilever Foundation
United Technologies

GENERAL DONATIONS
$5,000+
Richard Trudeau
$2,000 - $4,000
Gennaro Carbone
Knights of Columbus Council #14014
Donald & Renee LeClair
Allen Melville
Partner Reinsurance Company
$501 - $1,000
Joe & Colleen Brandon
Bridgeport Sound Tigers Boosters Club
Marian Burr
The Greenfi eld Hill Congregational Church, Fairfi eld
Hubbell Inc.
John & Pamela Irving
Mellen Foundation Inc.
Meyers Family Foundation
Sacred Heart University Sunday Community
Wreaths Across America
$251 - $500
AAIS Corporation
American Legion Lt. Owen Fish Memorial Post #143
Anonymous
Data Power Decisions
Michael Dolan
Brian & Ellen Essman
GE Capital Corporation
Phillips & Jennifer Geraghty
Lile Gibbons
Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers Association
Mike & Lynn Johnson
Michael LaVelle
David & Cynthia Morgan
Paul Dinto Electrical Contractors, Inc. 
S.G. Milazzo & Company
Gilbert & Amy Sanborn
William Shivell
Tighe & Bond
Tucker Mechanical
Huntington VFW Post #10466
Sid & Alma Wilson
$101 - $250
American Legion David S. Miles Post #174
AT&T Gateway Community Service
Bismarck Construction
Kathleen Borelli
Connecticut American Legion Auxiliary
Connecticut Light and Power
Kari Conti-Hain
Devlin & Hale Associates, Inc. 
Donald & Carmine DeYoung
Gilbane Building Company
The Irving Family
Joseph Cohn & Son, Inc.
Louis Kennedy
Donna LeClair

Thomas Leydic
Rosalyn Liss
M. Frank Higgins & Co., Inc.
Capt. Henry & Beverly Marx
Monroe Women’s Club
The Paier Family
Loreto Quintiliano
Howard Reynolds
Walter & Bobbie Sassano
Michele & Leo Schiraldi
Kim Shafer
Stephen & Amanda Teti
Charles & Susan Wilson
Joseph & Nancy Zalewski
$51 - $100
Alcoholics Anonymous
Joan Andros
James Boland
Marty Booth
William & Priscilla Bowman
Priscilla Bromley
Thomas Buckley
Gerard Coughlin
Writer D’Elia
Joanne Foodim & Robert Forbes
Matthew Gachi
Mike Grace
William & June Hamilton
Bill & Mary Ellen Hass
Roxanne Hennemuth
Jack Hennessey
Michael Herbst
Thomas Holodnak
Alan & Lucy Katz
Joy & Douglas Kiss
Margaret Kiss
Louis & Donna Lacivita
Anthony Lancia
Carol Langeland
George Leydic, III
Matthew Mason
Mary McGoldrick
Brian Nathanson
NU Veterans
Gerard & Elisa Pollino
Elizabeth Pusateri
Salvatore & Marilyn Santella
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
Wayne Szmyt
Theta Phi Alpha, Sacred Heart University
United Way of Coastal Fairfi eld County
VA Nursing Academy Facility
Herb & Diane Vaughan
Raymond T. Goldbach VFW Post #9460
Mark & Vickie Wilchinsky
$26 - $50
Laura Achilles
Michael & Karen Barletta
Benjamin & Marjorie Bunney
Connecticut House Republican Offi  ce
Barrie Covington
Alison & Michael Dougherty
Frank & Karen Elmasry
English Chapel Cathedral of Miracles, Bridgeport
Vasilika Evans
Robert Fecteau
Randy & Cynthia Goldrick
Jon Goode

Matthew & Beata Ingrassia
Robert & Jamie Kozlowsky
Laborer’s International Union, Local 665
Alison Martin
Margaret McCabe
Edwin McGuinn
Margo Merrifi eld
Middlesex County Blue Star Mothers
Elizabeth Murchan
Jim & Dawn Perkins
Reid & Reige, PC
Karl & June Reidel
Joseph Reidy
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Seymour
Robert Trager
McEvoy-Dempsey VFW Post #10585
Robert Zapletal
$25 and Under
Ellen Ann Anderson
Raymond Berry
Bonnie Boyhen
Chitra Budhu
Virginia Caseria
Patricia, Sonia & Blake Chaghatzbanian
Wayne Chapman
Jason & Lara Coppola
Richard Davies
Laurie Demrose
Stephen & Jessica Dougherty
Joanne Feher
Judith Grosso
Josephine Hahn
Lois Holly
Florence Kokoruda
Josephine Kusnierczak
Patricia Lique
Terri LoRusso
Alice Lupien
Scott McGowan
Elinor Mete
Raelene Miller
Jan & Yvonne Miska
Michael & Susan Ochman
Alex & Elza Perigyi
Anthony & Janis Pusateri
Mary Reyes
Jon Ringel
Lydia Romisher
Gary & Pat Rothrock
Alex Ruskewich
Roque Sanchez
Andrea Sansonetti
Mary Scanlon
Marilyn Smith
Elizabeth Stanton
Michael Toto

FS:FH DONATIONS
$30,000+
The Betsy & Jesse Fink Foundation 
$20,000+
Anonymous
$10,000+
GE Real Estate
Help Our Military Heroes
$5,000+
David & Sherry Walsh

Thank you.    ABRI/Homes for the Brave gratefully   



$2,501 - $5,000
The Bauer Foundation
Jonathan & Suzanne Ellenthal
Sal & Wendy Fratino
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
Nestle Waters
Greg & Janet Sinnott
West Shore Middle School, Milford
Wreaths Across America & Sikorsky A/C
$1,001 - $2,500
James B. Whipple American Legion Post #86
Isabelle Bell
Senator Richard Blumenthal
John Brett
Patricia Brooks
David & Maureen Canary
Eileen Ferro
First Congregational Church of Greenwich
Phillip & Martha Fitting
Sydney & Mindy Gordon
Simon & Julene Greenshields
Christopher & Pam Kelley
Kenneth Cole Foundation
Jim & Lisa Lillie
Jeff rey Marder
Matthew & Derrel Mason
Linda McMahon
Mark & Ann Ryan
Harry & Meg Somerdyk
Vincent & Connie Von Zwehl
William & Laura Walbert
Roger & Julie Wanamaker
$501 - $1,000
Ed & Michele Barnes
Faye Bazilian
Mark & Nancy DeViney
Michael Dolan
Frank & Karen Elmasry
Matthew Gachi
Michael & Mary Grace
Kick for Nick Foundation
Mark & Michele Kolier
Mark & Barbara Lyons
Nukem, Inc.
Patriot Guard Riders of Connecticut
General Colin L. Powell
Price Financial Group, LLC
Anna Raimondi
Ridgefi eld Woman’s Club
Saugatuck Congregational Church, Westport
Ken & Maria Shepard
Thomas & Marla Sinchak
Richard Trudeau
The Unitarian Church in Westport
Greg & Pamela Wertz
Brad & Dorothy Williams
$251 - $500
AFSCME, Local 1522
Allianz Westport
American Legion Auxiliary, East Shore Unit #196
Narcisa Arteaga & Robert Polo
Megan Backes
The Baxter Foundation
Paul & Phyllis Beaudoin
Scott & Lisa Bogan
Jim Boland & Bernadette Gilhuly
Gary & Alexandra Cott

Dr. John Curtis & Dr. Pamela Curtis
Kenneth & Christine Dartley
George & Georgia Davala
John & Liana Dickman
Troy Ellen Dixon
Dworken, Hillman, LaMorte & Sterczala, PC
Mike & Melissa Elmasry
eProcessing Solutions
Brian & Ellen Essman
John & Robin Fields
Wendell Greene
Pat & Janienne Hackett
Richard & Kimberly Hoag
Howland Capital
Junior Woman’s Club of Milford
Jack, Michele, & Erin Kenaga
John & Jane Kistler
Matt & Rosa Lagana
Michael & Karen LaVelle
Gerard & Pamela Lillis
Thomas & Elizabeth McDevitt
Al & Dana Nickel
Norwalk Fire Association
Robert & Teresa O’Hara
Robert Pasteelnick & Jing Wang-Pasteelnick
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfredo Perez
Suzanne Pisano
Russell Investment
Southbury Women’s Club
State of Connecticut Legislative Wellness Committee
Annalisa Stravato & Joe Favarolo
Jennifer Toll
United Methodist Women
Linda Vernik & Marshall Robinson
Sgt. Thomas J. Nelson, Jr. VFW Post #9427
Tom & Denise Walsh
Western Connecticut H.O.G., Inc. 
$101 - $250
Aero-Med Ltd.
American Legion Post #78
Mark & Tammy Brown
Robert & Mary Campbell
Michael & Maura Chapey
Greg Chase
Anthony Cinquanta
Michael & Randy Corsello
Michael & Lauren Cust
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
  Sarah Riggs Humpreys-Mary Silliman Chapter
Earl C. Baker Memorial Fund, Inc.
Kevin & Debra Ann Fennessy
David & Christine Finkelstein
Cynthia Fox
Rita Garland
Michael Hanrahan & Paddy Aler
Marcus Hargrave
Don & Charmaine Hazzard
Thomas Hill
Barry & Leslie Hines
Stephen & Rebecca Hudspeth
Nicole Kenaga
Mitchell & Jean Lampert
Kate Larson
Rosalyn Liss
Meredith McCormack
Mary McEttrick
Meeting House Hill School Student Council, 
  New Fairfi eld

Nan Merolla
Monroe Women’s Club
Meribeth Ogrinc
Ken & Bridget Oppedisano
Pearl Restaurants
Stephen Petitt
Andy & Zelie Pforzheimer
Randy Quinn
Ramesh & Nancy Ratan
Robyn Reeves
Alex & Ritva Ruskewich
Robert & Janice Sahlstrand
Michael & Jody Schinella
The Sutka Family
Correll Thomas
Thomas & Maureen Thresher
TOGS Ltd.
Tri-Town Wreaths Across America
Trumbull Community Women
Kenneth Walsh
$51 - $100
Moses & Jane Alexander
Theodore Boynton
Connecticut Court of Assistants, Women 
  Descendants of the Ancient & Honorable 
  Artillery Company
Daughters of the American Revolution,
  Goodwife’s River Chapter
Veronica DeGuisto
Arthur & Barbara D’Elia
Artie & Deborah DiRocco
Dick & Christina Fagerstal
Dr. Peter & Christine Ferrara
Mark & Maggie Ford
Bobby & Jeanette Gantt
Marston & Mary Ann Hauge
Kim Hekking
Mel & Laura Ingold
George Lamb
Morton & Suzanne Marvin
Capt. Henry & Beverly Marx
Lisa McAuliff e
Charlie & Aniela McCool
John & Lisa McGorty
Dan & Teresa McGovern
Milford Pizza
David Miller
Neil & Esther Miller
Meri Ogrinc
Erik & Kathleen Olstein
Elizabeth Rossi
Warren & Cindi Serenbetz
Carla Sheehan
Betty Sica
Susanne Simon
John & Jessica Skipper
Dr. Virginia Smith & Dr. Michael Sarezky
Paul Stephen
Diane & Barney Stevenson
Stephen & Amanda Teti
Leona Tichy 
True Vine of Holiness
Viking Riders of Rhode Island
Michael & Kathleen Wilbur
Sidney & Alma Wilson
Nancy Wyman
William & Laurie Young

y   acknowledges our supporters.* 

*Gifts made from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.



$26 - $50
Georgia Lee Batey
Bill & Kathleen Brennan
Larry & Emmary Carlson
Children of the American Revolution, Thaddeus 
  Burr Society
Ellen Donnelly
Don & Phyllis Gary
Betty Griffi  n
Stacia Howard
July Kelley
Robert MacGuffi  e
Vanessa Marshall
M.J. & T. Martin
Flo Masek
Vera Maximin
Jim & Genia Meinhold
Middlesex County Blue Star Mothers
Charles & Diana Pietrangelo
Maureen Raccio
Linda Ricca
Damian & Patricia Rinaldi
Carol Stanzione
Paul Triantafel
$25 and Under
Laurel Anderson
Cyrus & Sherry Arfa
Deborah Arlook
Richard & Antoinette Carey
Susan Cutler
Lisa Dilullo
Eugenia Dye
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fuller
The Hair Spa
Charles & Shirley Lewis
Helen Littleberry
Deborah Montague
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Nelson, Jr.
Michael & Peter Rubino
Victoria Sherrow
Corrie Staton
William Stein
John & Sharon Weiner
Ernest Whitaker

IN-KIND DONORS
American Legion Lt. Owen Fish Memorial Post #143
James B. Whipple American Legion Post #86
American Red Cross
Wallingford American Legion 
Americans with Disabilities, LLC
Joan Andros
Karen Antalik
Our Lady of Assumption School, Fairfi eld
AT&T Pioneers
Bansai Shoppe
Marjorie Bezas
Lori Black
Catherine Braisted
Colleen Brandon
John Brett
Bridgeport Board of Education Social Work Department
Bridgeport Elks Lodge #36
City of Bridgeport & Mayor Bill Finch
buildOn
Tom Burke
Deborah Callan

Pat Capozzi
Kate Carroll
Carter Mario
Chalk Hill School
Children’s Leadership Training Institute
Diego Chiriboga
City Line Florist
Leo Colbert
Jaci Coleman
Congregational Church of Brookfi eld
Congregational Church of Naugatuck
Congressman Jim Himes & Fairfi eld County Schools
Connecticut Light and Power
Kathy Connor
Matthew Cuminotto, Jr.
Darien High School
Carol Dawid
Vera DeStefano
Ken Dubak
Rudolph Eberstadt
Fairfi eld County Winemakers
Fairfi eld University
Fairfi eld Woman’s Club
Family Church of Connecticut
Fayerweather Yacht Club
First Congregational Church
Patricia Foote
Fortuna’s Catering
Cynthia Fox
Pat Frattaroli
Frenchtown Elementary School, Trumbull
Giovanni Gabriele & The Water’s Edge
Frances Gamma
Joseph Gardner
Eric Gibbs
Marty Gieryng
Michael Girardi
Gaile Graves
Rich & Vicky Gurrieri
Richard Gurrieri
Lynn Harrington
Bill & Mary Ellen Hass
Michael Hasselbacher
John Hennessey
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Youth Association, 
  Bridgeport
Housatonic Community College
Hubbell-Bryant Customer Service
Interior Design Society Connecticut
Lynn Johnson
Mary Ellen Kelly
Knights of Columbus McCarten Assembly #119
Knights of Columbus St. Francis X Cabrini 
  Assembly #136
Knights of Columbus Msgr. James F. Murphy 
  Council #140
Knights of Columbus Father Coleman 
  Council #2616
Florence Kokoruda
Darla Kraft
Jeff rey Kurilec
John Kurilec
Ladies Ancient Order of the Hibernians
Carol Langeland
Helen LaPorta
Janis LaPorta
Katheryn Lasky
Molly Lee

Alice Lennon
Eleanor Lindman
Grace Logan
Terri LoRusso
Nancy Lyster
The Mangan Family
Marine Corps League
Capt. Henry & Beverly Marx
Material Girls
Mike McQuade
Francis Metzger
Glen Meyers
Milford Woodchucks
Beverly Morgan
Jack Mraz
Paul Mullen
The Muoio Family
Aurora Musicant
Sandra Nacewicz
New Canaan Community Nursery
Cynthia Nigro
Notre Dame High School, Fairfi eld
Gerard O’Neill
Pace Motor Lines
Patrick Pacelli
Christine Pacioretty
Panera Bread
The Pasquale-Feldman Family
Pitney Bowes
Quinnipiac University Alumni
Quinnipiac University-APRN Program
R.C. Bigelow, Inc.
Howard Randell
Maureen Riley
Joe Sagliano
Robert Sapiro
Harry & Ellen Seltzer
Deborah Semeriza
Dave Shackett
James Sinko
Smolen’s Catering
Michelle Socher
Soldier Angels
St. Andrew Church Social Concerns Committee, 
  Bridgeport
St. Barnabus Church Religious Education, North Haven
St. Patrick’s Church, Bridgeport
St. Patrick Church Mother of Perpetual Help Guild, 
  Bridgeport
St. Vincent’s Medical Construction Team
Tim Stanton
Stop & Shop - Milford
Stratford Masons
John & Joan Sunbury
Superior Knickers
Joseph Susmeyer
Laura Swett
Wayne Szmyt
Debra Teti
Theta Phi Alpha, Sacred Heart University
Gary Thomas
Dameon Thompson
Miquel & Linda Tillman
Stephen & Ellen Tower
Christel Truglia
Trumbull Community Women

Thank you.    ABRI/Homes for the Brave gratefully   a



Trumbull Rotary
Trumbull Young Women’s Club
Unger Enterprises
United Congregational Church of Bridgeport
United Healthcare
Unilever
Leanne Valengavich
Joseph J. Clinton VFW Post #399
Major Raoul Lufbery VFW and Ladies Auxiliary #591
Vineyard Vines
W.E. Bassett Company
Tom & Denise Walsh
Mark Wawer
Jesse Weiss
Weston Kiwanis
Wheeler Clinic
Alice Whorley
Wildermere Congregational Church, Milford
Women of Vision
Joe & Nancy Zalewski
Joseph Zalewski
Dorothy Zimmerman

GIFTS MADE IN MEMORY
In Memory of Jim W. Axton, Oklahoma City, 
  Oklahoma, WWII Naval Offi  cer
In Memory of John Booth & Edwin Hull
In Honor of Sgt. Ian W. Bromley
In Memory of Isabel Buyer
In Honor of Calpine Energy
In Memory of Manuel & Vera Campanella
In Memory of Anthony P. Caseria
In Honor of Katie Coleman
In Memory of Tom Dolan & Rosemary Berrigan
In Memory of Charles Dougherty and Jesse Yanni
In Honor of Teresa Fogel
In Honor of Matt Gachi
In Memory of William D. Grace, U.S. Army, WWII
In Honor of Laurie Harkness
In Honor of Veterans of the Kiss, Del Giorno, Dougherty 
  & Yanni Families
In Memory of David A. Kiss
In Memory of Leo Kusnierczak
In Memory of George D. Leydic, Jr.
In Honor of Dee Lippman & Sadiann Ozment
In Memory of Diane Lynch
In Memory of Bruce B. MacCallum, US Army, 
  Vietnam War
In Memory of Nicholas A. Madaras
In Memory of Richard T. Meehan, Sr.
In Honor of Jack Moran
In Honor of Cathy Mulrenan
In Memory of CPT T.T. Oliver, USA, VMI
In Honor of Col. & Mrs. Oppenheim
In Memory of Michael J. Otfi nowski
In Memory of Dawn Purcell
In Memory of John R. Pusateri, member of VFW Post 
  #9427 & American Legion Post #74
In Memory of Charles Mark Rochlin
In Memory of Elrode Rothrock, WWII
In Memory of Joe Russo, my father
In Memory of Helen Stripp
In Memory of Joseph & August Tomelleri & George 
  E. Wilson
In Honor of All of Our Veterans, May God Bless 
  All of Them
In Honor of Women Veterans everywhere

PROGRAM SPECIFIC GRANTS
AT&T Foundation
Citizens Bank Foundation
Disabled American Veterans Charitable Service Trust
Help Our Military Heroes
Near & Far Aid Association
Northrop Grumman
Wilton Kiwanis Foundation

ONLINE DONATIONS
To make giving easier, donations may be made online on 
our secure Web site at www.homesforthebrave.org.

LEGACY GIVING
If you would like to know how to include ABRI/Homes 
for the Brave in your estate plans, contact Amanda Teti at 
ateti@homesforthebrave.org or at (203) 338-0669. 

 “Why are Veterans homeless? In addition to the 
complex set of factors infl uencing all homelessness 
– extreme shortage of aff ordable housing, livable 
income, and access to health care – a large number
of displaced and at-risk Veterans live with lingering 
eff ects of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
substance abuse, which are compounded by a lack of 
family and social support networks.” 

(National Coalition for Homeless Veterans)  

 

VET Fact:

   acknowledges our supporters.* 

We sincerely apologize if we have inadvertently 
omitted your name or organization.

*Gifts made from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.
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